
The Tribal Planning and Indigenous Interest Group of APA has teamed with
The Western Planner on the theme of tribal, rural and small‐town planning and

the relationship to local, regional, state and federal planning.

2018 TRIBAL PLANNING
AND WESTERN PLANNER

CONFERENCE

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS THROUGH UNDERSTANDING,
COOPERATION AND CONSULTATION

AUGUST 5-8, 2018 | SHOSHONE-BANNOCK HOTEL AND EVENT CENTER
FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION, IDAHO

The theme for the 2018 Tribal Planning and Western 
Planner Conference is “Building Partnerships through 
Understanding, Cooperation and Consultation.” Local, 
state and regional planning efforts provide numerous 
partnering opportunities. Tribal governments are often 
misunderstood or left out of these efforts. For example, 
when developing regional transportation solutions, the 
task of coordinating with and including tribal proj-
ects can seem like a daunting task. Regional planning 
efforts, such as a Comprehensive Economic Develop-
ment Strategy, or comprehensive planning processes, 
involve creation of regional steering committees to 
conduct Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 

Threats (SWOT) analyses, or contribute to the discus-
sion of what socioeconomic development is needed for 
a region and/or state. A shared understanding of tribal, 
but also rural, small town planning should be a prior-
ity component of these conversations. Partnerships 
between tribes, rural/small communities and their re-
gional, state and federal partners, including collective 
evaluation of needs and opportunities, are critical to 
improving quality of life in our communities. At the Au-
gust conference, we anticipate a dialogue that provides 
much needed alternative to urban/big city planning, 
including the legal, political and social frameworks of 
planning on and off Indian Reservations.

JOIN US

REGISTER AT WWW.WESTERNPLANNER.ORG
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CONFERENCE TRACKS AND RELATED TOPICS
TRACK 1 – COLLABORATION AND PLANNING BEST PRACTICES

 AND CASE STUDIES
• Best Practices for Collaborating with Tribes in Your Region
• Best Planning Practices on Tribal Lands and Rural Communities 

TRACK 2 – SELF-RELIANCE AND ECONOMIC RESILIENCY 

• Comprehensive Planning and Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)
• Economic Development and Tourism On and Off Tribal Lands
• Rural Planning for Small Communities and Regions

TRACK 3 –  CULTURALLY RELEVANT AND SUSTAINABLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

• Environmental Challenges to Planned Unit Development
• Infrastructural Development for Planned Projects: Roads, Water, Sewer and Utilities
• Multijurisdictional Transportation Planning for Effective, Efficient and Cost‐Conscious 

Regional Solutions
• Tribal Transportation Program, Transportation Investment Programs, and Financing

TRACK 4  – UNDERSTANDING AND LEVERAGING “THE FEDERAL:”
 INDIAN LAW, LANDS AND DATA

• Federal Indian Law: Power to Plan, How They Differ from Local and State Governments
• Census 2020: Demographic and Economic Statistical Analysis
• Federal Lands: Planning and Consultation

NOTE: ALL SESSIONS ARE
CONTINUING MAINTENANCE (CM) CREDITS FOR AICP.

IMPORTANT DATES
August 3, 2018 No refunds or cancellations after this date.
August 5, 2018 Off-site registration closes. Travel day to the conference.
August 6, 2018 On-site registration opens. Conference officially begins.
August 8, 2018 Conference adjourns at 1:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration (Foyer A)

2:00 – 5:00 p.m. Exhibitor Setup (Foyer B)

12:00 – 6:00 p.m. Western Planning Resources Board Meeting
(Chief Racehorse Room)

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Social Gathering (Camas Sports Grill)

MONDAY, AUGUST 6
8:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m.

Registration (Foyer A)

8:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m.

Exhibitor Hall Open (Foyer B)

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast Provided (TBD)
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6 CONTINUED

8:30 –10:30 a.m. Open Conference: Plenary Session (Ballroom)

Introductions:
• Angela Parker, President, Board of Western Planning Resources
• Alonzo Coby, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Conference Steering Committee
• J. David Giles, AIA, FFKR Architects & Planners, Title Sponsor

Prayer: 
Drum Group Honoring – Welcoming Songs
Ft. Hall Veterans Association – Flag Bearing

Welcome Remarks: Nathan Small, Tribal Chairman, Fort Hall Business Council

Opening Keynote Speakers:
Ms. Bobbi-Jo Meuleman, Director, Idaho Department of Commerce
Ms. Meuleman is the Director of the Idaho Department of Commerce, leading economic de-
velopment efforts for the Gem State, and fostering ways of assisting communities, citizens, 
businesses, and visitors. Bobbi-Jo originally joined Idaho Commerce as the Chief Operating 
Officer in June 2016 as the right-hand to the Director where she was instrumental in legislative 
efforts during the 2017 session, and managing department staff and operations. Bobbi-Jo’s gov-
ernment career began in Washington, D.C. working for Congressman Rehberg (R-MT) and 
Senator Conrad Burns (R-MT). From 2009 to 2016, Bobbi-Jo had the great privilege of serving 
in the Office of Idaho Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter, most recently as his Deputy Chief of Staff. 
Bobbi-Jo received her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Montana in Political Science 
with an emphasis in Human Resource Management. She sits on the Idaho Strategic Energy Al-
liance Board, Idaho Invasive Species Council, Workforce Development Council, STEM Action 
Center Board, LINE Commission 3.0, Idaho Global Entrepreneurial Mission (IGEM) Council, 
and is the Public Policy Chair for the Idaho Economic Development Association (IEDA). In 
2017, Bobbi-Jo was an Idaho Business Review’s Accomplished Under 40 honoree.

Ms. Tammie Poitra, Deputy Regional Director, Trust Services, BIA – Midwest 
Regional Office
Ms. Poitra is the Deputy Regional Director, Trust Services for the BIA – Midwest Regional 
Office. The Regional Director is the Region’s Senior Official with delegated authority from 
the Secretary and/or Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs in upholding and maintaining the 
government-to-government relationship with tribes and fulfilling the Federal trust respon-
sibilities.  The BIA Midwest Region provides funding and support to 36 federally recognized 
Indian tribes located in the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and Iowa. Tribes in the 
Midwest Region encompass approximately 62 million acres, including treaty-ceded territories, 
representing millions of acres of forests, lakes, streams and wetlands. The Region’s tribes have 
sustained various programs that continue to support their self-determination, cultural, politi-
cal and subsistence needs including such programs as fisheries and wildlife management, wild 
rice, wetlands, and waterfowl restoration. As a result of the Tribes’ collective efforts with the 
states, other federal agencies, various universities and private land-owners, these programs 
have served as national models for collaborative, landscape-scale work.

10:30 – 10:45 a.m. Break Refreshments Provided (Foyer B)
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6 CONTINUED

10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Strengthening Your Local and Regional Economy (Ballroom) “The 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)/Economic Assessment 
Approach” (CM 1.0)
Presenter(s):
• Jason Lambert, Associate, Chief Strategy Group, Inc.
• Alonzo Coby, Planning Director, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
• Shelly Wade, Agnew::Beck Consulting
Description: The role of tribal planning is to find, recognize and secure a tribal community’s 
economic futures. The development of an actionable economic assessment that is precise and 
easy to follow is key to achieving that goal. The Planning Assistance program of the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) is one of the premier annual funding opportunities and 
tools for tribal communities to develop and implement their economic vision, but many tribes 
and rural communities do not take advantage of the resource. The Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS), a five-year outlook with prioritized projects and focus areas 
for your community’s economic development, is the first step in securing and leveraging EDA 
funds. This opening panel discussion will highlight best cases from tribes – what has worked 
(and not worked) toward economic success and resiliency. The panelists represent entities and 
tribes that have completed multiple tribal, regional, and inter-tribal CEDS and economic as-
sessments, resulting in multi-million grant awards.

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. LUNCH BUFFEt AND NETWORKING (Ballroom)

1:45 – 3:00 p.m. - Concurrent Breakout Sessions 

1:45 – 3:00 P.M. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 1:Planning in Indian Country – Partnering for 
Success (CM 1.25) 
Presenter(s):
• Susan Devine, Tribal Services Lead/Senior Consultant, Parametrix 
• Larry Burtness, Tribal Planner and Grant Writer, Quileute Tribe
Description: Like no time in the past, there is an opportunity and an urgency to make things 
right and to do things right. Work in partnership with tribal communities to identify and se-
cure funding to plan, design and construct infrastructure, housing, schools, wellness, public 
safety, and economic development projects that support tribal self-determination and sover-
eignty.

1:45 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 2: Native Wisdom, Public Lands and Resilient 
Rural Economies (CM 1.25)
Presenter(s): Dave Conine, Economic Development Director, Utah Dine’ Bike’yah
Description: Rural counties that rely excessively on single sector economies are vulnerable to 
major disruption by remote corporate policies or global market shifts. Tribal lands and lands 
managed by the federal government can be important components in preserving tribal culture 
and creating a more stable and diverse local economy. Increasing oil, gas and mining leasing on 
public lands commits much of the rural West to amplified boom and bust cycles while forego-
ing opportunities to create stable, more diversified, and resilient economies. This session will 
explore ways to create more diverse economies with local entrepreneurship opportunity.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6 CONTINUED

1:45 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 2: Maximizing Community Resilience with 
Minimal Resources (CM 1.25)
Presenter(s):
• Tom Donnelly, Community Planning & Capacity Building Coordinator, FEMA Region X
• Tim Gelston, AICP, Community Planning & Capacity Building Coordinator, FEMA 

Region VIII
• Amanda Siok, Mitigation Specialist, FEMA Region X
Description: As with many small communities across the country, tribes are often challenged 
in trying to address the need to be more resilient, while having limited resources of staffing, 
funds or experience. Both natural and man-made events can have devastating impacts on so-
cial, economic, natural and built environments. Fortunately, increasing our resilience against 
future wildfires or floods is most successful with the right tools, knowledge and experience. 
Using a unique combination of presentations and round-table discussions, attendees will have 
an opportunity to hear about and discuss successful efforts with recovery experts.

1:45 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: Tribal Safety Plans – Development-Data-
Implementation (CM 1.25)
Presenter(s):
• Michia Casebier, President, M.G. Tech-Writing, LLC
• Elisabeth Whitlock, PE, President, High Road Engineering, Inc.
• Merrill Yazzie, Pueblo De Cochiti
Description: This session will provide a Tribal Safety Plan (TSP) development overview per 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) template and panel members’ experiences with 
agency partnerships, cooperation, and consultation. Discussion will center on the TSP devel-
opment process, addressing crash data gathering challenges, implementation tactics, Indian 
Country accomplishments, and funding sources.

1:45 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: Federal Indian Law and the Power to Plan: 
Part 1 of a Two-Part Series (CM 1.25- Law credits)
Presenter(s): Margo Hill, JD, MURP, Assistant Professor of urban and Regional Planning, 
Easter Washington University
Description: Planning professionals rarely understand the complexities of why we plan and 
the police powers derived from federal sources, and tribal inherent sovereignty that enables the 
development of planning and zoning regulations within Indian tribal governments. As tribes 
develop their lands to meet the economic challenges of the tribal membership they serve, tribal 
leaders are realizing that proper land use controls, building and permitting, planning and zon-
ing are key critical issues to a successful and prosperous community. This two-part training 
and panel discussion (see Part 2 from 3:15 – 4:45 p.m. on Monday, August 6) will explore fed-
eral case law and policy and how tribes have shaped their planning laws to meet contemporary 
planning challenges. Attendees will understand the power to plan and where it derives from, 
current challenges that tribes face in conflicting jurisdictions in planning and how to build re-
lationships that mutually benefit multi-jurisdictions who plan on or near Indian reservations.

3:00 – 3:15 p.m. Break – Refreshments Provided (Foyer B)
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6 CONTINUED

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. - Concurrent Breakout Sessions

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 1: Best Practices for Planning and Collaborating 
with Tribes: A Case Study (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s):
• Dave Giles, Principal Architect, FFKR Architects
• Mike Leishman, Principal Architect, FFKR Architects
• Abe Nielsen, Planner/Landscape Architect, FFKR Architects
• Troy Cook, Planner/Landscape Architect, FFKR Architects
Description: Session attendees will hear about lessons learned from years of experience work-
ing with various tribes throughout the west from an architect, landscape architect, planner, 
and tribal planner. The importance of collaborating and how to best communicate with the 
tribal leadership as well as the community at large to best understand the needs and wants of 
the tribe, while not losing sight of the importance of tribal culture and history and weaving it 
into the process. Planning takes many forms and the process and expected outcome is often 
misunderstood, we will discuss how to overcome this barrier and show the benefits of planning 
through a case study of the Exit 80 area of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes.

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 2: Tribal Tourism: A Valuable Export (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s):
• Michael Hicks, President of Chief Strategy Group, Inc.
• Jason Lambert, Associate, Chief Strategy, Inc.
• Bryan Small, CEO, Small Consulting, Inc. 
• Corey Blankenship, CEO, RavenRock Strategy Group
Description: Tourism is often undervalued as an economic development strategy, however, it 
remains a viable opportunity for many tribal communities. With sovereign authority over their 
lands and a story to tell, tribes are well positioned to improve their own economies, provide 
entrepreneurial opportunities, and bring outside financial resources into their communities. 
This panel of experts will share their lifelong experiences from a tourism community. From 
families of entrepreneurs, to tribal leaders, to marketing executives, our panelists have served 
their communities in a host of roles leading to increased and enhanced tourism on tribal lands. 

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: Innovative Urban Design Tools for Shaping 
Your Built Environment (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Anindita Mitra, AICP, Founding Principal, CREÄ Affiliates
Description: Tribal communities that want to create a cohesive, attractive urban environment 
have important choices to make. Tribal country that have attractive human settlements are a 
prerequisite for attracting new investment. When they are nurtured to be unique, they become 
an additional draw for tourists, and contribute directly to the tribe’s economy. Planners have 
many tools at their disposal to influence how buildings are designed and how the street envi-
ronment is constructed. This presentation will highlight the many choices available to a tribe 
for guiding development aesthetics, along with a discussion around the pros and cons of each 
one. It will present an overview of CREÄ’s signature RECODE™ Design Standards.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 6 CONTINUED

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: Federal Indian Law and the Power to Plan: 
Part 2 of a Two-Part Series (CM 1.50 - Law credits)
Presenter(s):
• Kevin Klingbeil, Owner, Big Water Consulting
• Shelly Wade, AICP, Principal::Owner, Agnew::Beck Consulting
• Holly Anderson, Planner, CTUIR
Description: Part of a two-part training and panel discussion exploring federal case law and 
policy and how Tribes have shaped their planning laws to meet contemporary planning chal-
lenges. Attendees will understand the power to plan and where it derives from, current chal-
lenges that Tribes face in conflicting jurisdictions in planning and how to build relationships 
that mutually benefit multi-jurisdictions who plan on or near Indian Reservations. See full 
description under Day 1.

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Welcome Dinner, Keynote, Entertainment (Ballroom)

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Welcoming Video

Prayer, Ladd Edmo, Vice Chair, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Business Council
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Conrad Benally, Shoshone-Bannock
Hello my name is Conrad Benally. I am Lemhi Shoshone and a proud member of the Shosho-
ne-Bannock Tribes. As a young boy growing up I had the love and passion of singing. As years 
went on, I was blessed with my beautiful daughter Mary Benally. Mary is now 17 years old and 
has accompanied me by my side; together, we have traveled throughout Indian country, sing-
ing and sharing our music. In 2016, our album “Heart and Soul” was nominated and won for 
Best Inspirational recording for the Native American Music Awards that was held in New York 
@ the Seneca Allegany Casino. In 2017, we were back and I was nominated and won Best Male 
Artist for our 3rd album, “Always And Forever”. We hope to attend the 2019 Native American 
Music Awards. Until then, we will strive forward in keep making music for the people. Thank 
you to our family, friends and fans for all their love and support.

Matika Wilbur, Visual Storyteller from the Swinomish and Tulalip Peoples of 
Coastal Washington
Ms. Wilbur (Swinomish and Tulalip) is one of the nation’s leading photographers, based in 
the Pacific Northwest. She earned her BFA from Brooks Institute of Photography where she 
double majored in Advertising and Digital Imaging. Her most recent endeavor, Project 562, 
has brought Matika to over 300 tribal nations dispersed throughout 40 U.S. states where she 
has taken thousands of portraits, and collected hundreds of contemporary narratives from the 
breadth of Indian Country all in the pursuit of one goal: To Change the Way We See Native 
America.

Brody Fitch, Country Musician 
Brody grew up in Arbon, ID on his family’s farm and ranch. He came to love country music 
early on in his childhood – performing a cover of Allen Jackson’s Chattahoochee at his kinder-
garten talent show with a painted-on mustache. During college he played in a band, BRODY & 
THE OUTLAWS. He loves performing covers of his favorite songs, and entertaining people at 
weddings, and various events. Brody’s day job is a CPA (Certified Public Accountant) at Coo-
per Norman CPAs & Business Advisors. His firm of 70+ team members provides accounting, 
tax, and business consulting services to clients. He loves helping people succeed and building 
relationships with business owners. He still lives in Arbon, ID with his wife Kimberlyn and 
together they own a small herd of cows and some farm ground. He also enjoys riding horses, 
skiing, and snowmobiling. You can learn more about Brody on Facebook @ Brody Fitch Live 
Music & DJ.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 
8:00 a.m.—
5:00 p.m.

Registration (Foyer A)

8:00 a.m.—
5:00 p.m.

Exhibitor Hall Open (Foyer B)

8:00 — 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast Provided (Ballroom)

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. - Concurrent Breakout Sessions

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 1: Funding Your Community and Tribal 
Infrastructure Priorities (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s):
• Elroy B. Keetso, M.C.R.P., Planner, Pueblo of Laguna
• Richard Stolz, MA, MCIP, PMP, Cairnstone Planning
Description: The session will feature two presentations:

Capital Improvement Planning at the Pueblo of Laguna – This presentation will highlight 
how the Pueblo of Laguna uses both western and indigenous planning methods to develop 
local capital projects. Capital projects are projects that deal with infrastructure and facility 
development and large purchases. We will describe the use of comprehensive planning in the 
local six villages of Laguna, and how the comprehensive plans feed into the Pueblo govern-
ment’s capital improvement plan (CIP). The presentation will:
• Illustrate how the Pueblo uses its CIP to inform the New Mexico government and fed-

eral agencies of its priorities for funding and collaboration opportunities on large capital 
projects;

• Describe the policy and procedures that the Pueblo now has in place for the CIP;
• Showcase projects completed and underway at the Pueblo;
• Be useful to planners from non-Native communities doing capital planning and working 

on capital projects in Indian Country;
• Be helpful to tribal planners that are looking to find collaboration on their projects with 

local, regional, state and federal agencies.

New Urbanism Through Radical Revenues – To eliminate externalities which lead to ex-
tremely high per capita infrastructure capitalization ratios, learn about a user-pays system to 
municipal finance. There is an alternative to property taxes and grants, and the alternatives 
support new urbanism instead of sprawl.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST  7 CONTINUED

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: Tribal Transportation Program Planning 
(CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Elisabeth Whitlock, PE, President, High Road Engineering
Description:  This session will provide detailed information on the Tribal Transportation Pro-
gram’s (TTP) planning process. Participants will learn about the program’s structure, regula-
tions, and best practices to effectively administer not only the planning, but the design and 
construction phases. This session will highlight the need to build partnerships with federal, 
state, and local transportation agencies to maximize the program and available funding op-
portunities. Topics will focus on the challenges rural tribal governments face, which often have 
limited resources and must work in cooperation with other governments to achieve their trans-
portation infrastructure goals. Planning tools and resources will be shared with participants. 
A database of transportation related funding sources available to tribes will also be provided.

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: Interpreting Cultural Heritage through Design 
(CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): 
• Dennis Meyer, ASLA, LEED AP, Principal, MIG | Portico
• Paul Fragua, Owner, Nativesun
• Jose Leal, RLA, Director of Sacramento Operations, MIG, Inc.
Description: What is the role of a cultural heritage site, museum, garden or park in telling the 
rich and diverse cultural story of a community? Can public places tell these stories and serve 
as forums for cross cultural exchange? By utilizing a placed-based approach to planning and 
design – one that is an expression of the cultural, physical and environmental characteristics 
of the place in which they reside – you can help clients express stories of places and the people 
who care about them. Our panel will showcase several case studies that reveal the multiple 
perspectives that can be discovered in one place, and in some instances, showcase aspects of 
cultural history that have not been traditionally represented.

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: Public and Tribal Lands in the Trump Era  
(CM 1.50)
Presenter(s):
• Larry Roberts, Counsel, Kilpatrick Townsend, Washington, D.C. (former Acting Assis-

tant Secretary for Indian Affairs under Secretary Sally Jewell)
• Nada Culver, Senior Counsel and Director of The Wilderness Society’s BLM Action 

Center
• Justin Pidot, Associate Professor, University of Denver Sturm College of Law
Description: This panel will discuss the Trump Administration’s approach to federal public 
and tribal lands including the Administration’s unprecedented decision to drastically shrink 
the Bears Ears National Monument, the “energy dominance” framework and how it is trans-
forming public land management, changes to the Department’s mitigation policies, changes to 
the department’s tribal lands acquisition policies and other emerging issues.

10:30 –
10:45 a.m.

Break: Refreshments Provided (Foyer)
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TUESDAY, AUGUST  7 CONTINUED

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. - Concurrent Breakout Sessions

10:45 a.m. – 
12:15 p.m.

BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 1: Playful Engagement (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Dawn E. Jourdan, esq., Ph.D., AICP, Executive Associate Dean, Professor of 
Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning, College of Architecture, Texas A&M University
Description: Public policy decisions related to climate science are enhanced by two factors: the 
presentation of scientific data and stakeholder participation. Urban planners have been reach-
ing across disciplinary lines to assist climate scientists in developing tools that will help engage 
the public in discussions and decision-making related to adaptation. This presentation seeks 
to describe a research project undertaken to enhance the Chickasaw Nation’s understanding of 
the perceived impact of drought on its stakeholders. Designed and tested by a University pro-
fessor and her students, this presentation seeks to present a tool that was developed as a part of 
a pedagogical practice that would allow students to learn how gaming may be used to generate 
public input through the design and implementation of the activity. As a part of this presenta-
tion, attendees will be given the opportunity to play one iteration of the game. 

10:45 a.m. –
12:15 p.m.

BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 2: Bringing Housing Home: Pueblo Village 
Revitalization (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Sharon Hausam, Ph.D., AICP, Planning Program Manager, Pueblo of Laguna
Description: The presentation will describe the Pueblo of Laguna’s Housing Strategic Plan, 
which is based on comprehensive plans for each of Laguna’s six villages that were developed 
with extensive community input. Recommended actions emphasize the revitalization of the 
core area of each village, known as the “village proper,” which includes housing and community 
facilities such as plazas, churches, and kivas, to reclaim traditional community life, well-being, 
and relationships with the natural environment. Actions include interior and exterior hous-
ing assessments, land assignment mapping and record-keeping, financing, design standards, 
enforcement, construction businesses, and supporting features such as community gathering 
spaces. Participants will learn about best practices in community involvement, comprehensive 
planning, and housing planning; improve their understanding of traditional tribal communi-
ties; learn how multiple interwoven factors affect community revitalization; and enhance their 
knowledge of parallels between tribal and non-Native development patterns (i.e., sprawl). 

10:45 a.m. –
12:15 p.m.

BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: Rural Airports: Turning Financial Black Holes 
into Local Economic Development Opportunity (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Dave Conine, Economic Development Director, Utah Dine’ Bike’yah
Description: Most rural airports do not have scheduled air service but serve general aviation 
users (private and corporate). Counties and municipalities rely on federal and state funding for 
airport improvements but these resources are usually inadequate for ongoing maintenance. As 
a result, many rural airports fall into disrepair and fail to meet the needs of the general aviation 
community. This session will explore some of the options for improving the revenue stream 
that small airports can provide. By improving local government understanding of general avia-
tion rural communities can enjoy the tourism and business development opportunities gen-
eral aviation airports can provide. This session will provide easy-to-implement examples to 
increase the local benefits of small general aviation airports.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST  7 CONTINUED

10:45 a.m. –
12:15 p.m.

BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: Switching Brushes: Integrating Varied Data 
Sources to Paint a Richer Tribal Planning Picture (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Kevin Klingbeil, Managing Director, Big Water Consulting
Description: A summary of various qualitative and quantitative data collection techniques 
and applications for tribal program management and planning, including tribal data collec-
tion case studies and examples of the parallel analysis of feature-based map layers, quantitative 
demographic and socioeconomic data and the results of qualitative information gathering, 
as well as a brief discussion of the preparations and key issues for the 2020 Census in Indian 
Country. 

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. LUNCH BUFFET with Keynote (Ballroom)

Bridging the Gap between Native and Non-Native Communities
Kevin Klingbeil, Big Water Consulting
Big Water Consulting is a consulting firm located in Seattle, Washington which specializes in 
helping tribal, governmental and nonprofit clients to identify, collect, analyze and act on data. 
This data will help these organizations monitor and evaluate their work, make better deci-
sions, generate more support and manage more efficiently. Big Water Consulting and its part-
ner organizations seek to identify lasting solutions that: promote self-sufficiency, incorporate 
the highest appropriate level of technology, identify and mobilize available resources, reflect 
organizational, cultural and other values, and diminish our client’s need to hire a contractor 
to provide a similar service in the future.

1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Mobile Tour: Ft. Hall Indian Reservation, Planned Unit Development, Tribal Buf-
falo Enterprise (Tribal Transit Service, please pre-register to confirm attendance)

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. - Concurrent Breakout Sessions

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 1: Tribal and Error: Beyond Consultation – Los 
Alamos and Idaho National Laboratories and ur Native Neighbors (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): 
• Dan Pava, FAICP, Environmental Planner, Environmental Stewardship Group, Los Ala-

mos National Laboratory
• Stephanie Cook, Technology Based Economic Development - Partnerships, Engagement 

& Tech Deployment, Idaho National Laboratory
• Brad Bugger, senior program analyst for the U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho Cleanup 

Project, and the American Indian Program Manager for DOE’s Idaho Operations Office
Description:  Los Alamos National Laboratory is celebrating its 75th anniversary this year. 
Famous for things nuclear, the Laboratory is situated within the Pueblo homelands of north-
ern New Mexico. Idaho National Laboratory is the fifth largest employer in the state, and 
performs work in energy, national security, science and environment. This panel will provide 
examples of how these two Department of Energy laboratories cultivate relationships and 
partnerships to build understanding and cooperation through agreements-in-principle, co-
operative agreements, mutual respect, economic development, education, cultural resources 
preservation, emergency and environmental planning, and self-sufficiency. It is not an easy 
road to follow, as there are many challenges and detours; but the journey has made these 
Laboratories better neighbors for the long-term.
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1:30 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: The Blue-Greening of Gray Infrastructure: 
Barriers and Benefits (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s):
• Dave Giles, Principal Architect, FFKR Architects
• Mike Leishman, Principal Architect, FFKR Architects
• Abe Nielsen, Planner/Landscape Architect, FFKR Architects
• Troy Cook, Planner/Landscape Architect, FFKR Architects
Description: Outstanding planning and design is inherently sustainable, and intelligent ap-
plication of green principles should be at the forefront of discussion for every master plan and 
development. Session attendees will gain a high-level understanding of what green and blue 
infrastructure are, what the various means and methods available are to deal with storm water 
through sustainable, low impact development approaches, how it will benefit their commu-
nity from economic, physical, and other viewpoints, as well as what some of the barriers are 
to implement these approaches. The primary focus will be on one simple approach to reduce 
the quantity and improve the quality of storm water by using permeable interlocking concrete 
paver systems to manage stormwater at the source.

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4:  Utah’s Growth Paradox: Maps, Stories, and 
Ideas (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Flint Timmins, AICP, State of Utah, Community Development Office, Rural 
Planning Group 
Description: Across the country, rural communities have fallen behind in economics, demo-
graphics, and community development. In Utah, there is hypergrowth around urban centers 
while rural regions are facing economic and demographic shifts that are altering community 
culture and trajectory. Some rural regions are experiencing an economic decline in legacy ex-
tractive industries while simultaneously booming in tourism-related industries. This presenta-
tion analyzes rural Utah communities’ economic and demographic trends and compares them 
with national data. The presentation then analyzes how location, geography, and community 
and natural amenities influence growth. Finally, the presentation considers options for dealing 
with associated community development issues. Attendees will be asked to participate.

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: A Controversial Road through Wilderness 
(CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Gary Hennigh, City Manager, City of King Cove, AK
Description: This presentation will tell the story of a 30+ year process to construct a road 
between the Aleut community of King Cove, Alaska and the Cold Bay Airport. The challenge 
for this 12-mile road is that it must pass through the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge. This 
process has been a long, emotional, and politically hard-fought confrontation on a national 
level between environmentalists and the predominant Aleut population of King Cove. It has 
become a major confrontation of environmental ideologies, potential precedence-setting pub-
lic land use decisions and health and safety issues. The two recognized tribes in King Cove, the 
Agdaagux Tribe and Native Village of Belkofski, have been in the forefront of this issue along 
with the King Cove Corporation (KCC) and the City of King Cove. Now, the Trump Adminis-
tration is pursuing a new approach for this land exchange and road through a recently signed 
Land Exchange Agreement (agreement) between the U.S. Department of Interior (DOI) and 
KCC. Nine major environmental groups recently filed a lawsuit against DOI challenging the 
legality of the agreement. The Agdaagux and Belkofski Tribes recently filed a Motion to Inter-
vene in this lawsuit. In the meantime, the two Tribes, KCC and the city are working with the 
State of Alaska on the final design, permitting, and funding for the road with an expectation of 
the road being constructed in the next 2-3 years.
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1:30 – 4:45 p.m. Student Poster Board Presentations (TBD)

3:00 – 3:15 p.m. Break: Refreshments Provided (Foyer B)

3:15 – 4 :45 p.m. - Concurrent Breakout Sessions

3:15 – 4 :45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 2: Embodied Culture and Resilient 
Neighborhoods (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Susie Petheram, AICP, Associate Principal/Planning & Preservation, CRSA
Description:  From an urban planning perspective, embodied culture is the past layers of so-
cial and physical history that together frame the ways in which buildings in a defined area are 
used today. Embodied culture is an important, but sometimes difficult to articulate, compo-
nent of what ‘makes the place’ for a geographically defined area. This session will illustrate the 
interdependence of social content and urban form, and how the two cyclically imprint on each 
other. Case studies from neighborhoods in Salt Lake City are used as examples to illustrate the 
concept. The Sugar House neighborhood with a new streetcar and adjacent linear greenway 
will highlight the notion of embodied culture and demonstrate how embodied culture can help 
lead to resilient neighborhoods.

3:15 – 4 :45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 2: Got Housing? Putting Together the Home 
Ownership Puzzle (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s):
• Shalynn Kellogg, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Tribal Housing Opportunities Program 

Manager and CDFI Initiative Oversight
• Bodie Broncho, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Project Development Specialist
• Whitney Burns, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Budget Mortgage Counselor
• Stella Mendez, Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Member, Homeowner and Completed THOP
Description:  Housing is a quintessential piece of building communities and building the 
economy and working with outside entities is a requirement to make develop successfully. The 
Shoshone Bannock Tribal Housing Opportunities’ Program will present on successfully put-
ting the homeownership puzzle together on tribal lands and what it takes to effectively plan 
to move forward with providing housing opportunities to fee and trust land entities. We will: 
• Discuss the idiosyncrasies of financing, fees, procedure and protocol and will also be dis-

cussing the stumbling blocks that come along with the process
• Present a three-phased approach to successfully developing an asset development program 

that works for the people and is always in continuous change to meet those needs that are 
essential to building assets

• Discuss negotiations that have had to take place to progressively move forward and proj-
ects that have been developed to move housing initiatives forward at Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes and the importance of utilizing Need Assessments in your research to build addi-
tional programs such as initial CDFI work in the community

• Present real-life cases that have been successful and talk about the detailed steps it took to 
get them to homeownership

Participants will learn how to build a homeownership opportunity program successfully on 
tribal lands.
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3:15 – 4 :45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 3: The Purpose of Land Use Management and the 
Limitations of Current Practices in Our Communities (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Anindita Mitra, AICP, Founding Principal, CREÄ Affiliates
Description: Land use remains one of the central means for planners to influence the growth 
of a city. Unfortunately, using the tenets of single use zoning has created communities that are 
unsustainable and mandate a costly lifestyle. It has also decimated the small business sector. 
There are alternatives to developing single use land use plans that are supported by growth 
management laws. This presentation will illustrate the benefits of a form and performance 
based approach to land use that is flexible yet comprehensive, versus one that is strictly based 
on the building use and site placement.

3:15 – 4 :45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: More than a Count: US and Tribal Census 
Efforts (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): 
• Sharon Hausam, Planning Program Manager, Pueblo of Laguna
• Larry Jacuqes, Director of Strategic Planning, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
• Desi Rodriguez-Lonebear, Citizen of the Northern Cheyenne Nation, Dual Ph.D. Can-

didate, Sociology, University of Arizona USA/Demography, University of Waikato New 
Zealand

Description:  This panel will discuss the upcoming 2020 U.S. Census and tribal approaches to 
resolving concerns about it to meet their own data needs. Panelists will provide an overview of 
the Census and its status as we approach 2020. They will discuss critical issues raised by tribes 
about census questions (especially enrollment), enumeration methodologies, funding, statisti-
cal validity, and other factors. The session will:
• Cover ongoing approaches to addressing these issues such as tribal liaisons and complete 

count committees
• Focus on unique tribal needs for data and approaches to obtaining and managing data, 

emphasizing indigenous data sovereignty
• Showcase the work of the Native Nations Institute and Indigenous Data Sovereignty Net-

work and two pilot projects funded by the National Congress of American Indians, the 
Pueblo of Laguna’s “K’awaika You Count” survey and the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chip-
pewa Indians’ data gap study

Participants will learn about Census issues to monitor and ways to address them, and will be 
inspired by best practices in tribal communities. The session will also benefit small and rural 
community planners who want to ensure the Census meets their needs, and who coordinate 
with their tribal neighbors.
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3:15 – 4 :45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSION TRACK 4: County Resource Management Planning: Con-
verting Your Orange into an Apple (CM 1.50)
Presenter(s): Mike Hansen, AICP, Planning Director, Rural Community Consultants
Description:  Complicating matters in many counties in the West, there are Native American 
jurisdictions and activities that are a significant piece of the cultural fabric, but their voices are 
not always heard in local planning processes. In 2015, the Utah Legislature established a new 
requirement that county general plans also include a “resource management plan” to provide 
a basis for communicating and coordinating with the federal government on 27 different land 
and resource management issues that most counties didn’t plan for in the past. In this session, 
we will discuss the best practices and lessons learned in our experience developing the basic 
framework and project approach, gathering and utilizing data for numerous issues, and draft-
ing plans for over one-third of the counties in Utah.

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. The Western Planner Annual Baseball Game - Wyoming Against the World, BBQ, 
WP Awards (Fort Hall Softball Field)

Rocky Watson, Country Music and Classic Music Artist
Known throughout Idaho and beyond, Rocky Watson is a talented performance artist, an ex-
ceptional vocalist, an accomplished songwriter, and more! Rocky and country music have been 
a successful team for many years. Rocky is highly regarded for his unique talents as a skillful 
solo guitarist, an unparalleled vocalist, an original songwriter, a masterful producer, and a 
supreme entertainer.

7:30 p.m. Bannock Reunion Fashion Show (Hotel & Events Center)
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
8:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m.

Exhibitor Hall Open (Foyer B)

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast Provided (Ballroom)

7:30 – 9:00 a.m. “Ethics in Planning” (CM 1.50, Ethics Credits) TBD
• Taught by: Jay Bollwinkel, AICP, ASLA, LEED ND Principal, MGB+A, The Grassli 

Group

9:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m.

Western Planners and Tribal and Indigenous Planners Interest Group of APA 
Town Hall: Bringing it Home (Ballroom)
Interactive Group Sharing and Planning Discussion
• Reflection: What have we learned that will we take back, share with and apply in our com-

munities and tribes?
• Looking Ahead: What are our common issues and challenges? How can we better collabo-

rate and implement solutions that will benefit our communities and tribes? What action is 
in progress – how can we strengthen our efforts? 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. Closing Luncheon (TBD)

1:30 p.m. Conference Adjourns


